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all investigations or examinations concerning public revenues
and expenditures or the administration of the treasury.
Art. 19, Amnesty may not be granted except by a law.
Art. 20. The Council of the Republic shall examine, in order
to give its opinion thereon, the bills and proposed laws voted
on first reading by the National Assembly.
It shall give its opinion not more than two months after a
measure is sent to it by the National Assembly. When the
budget law is under discussion, this time may be reduced, if
need be, to such time as does not exceed that taken by the
National Assembly for its consideration and vote. When the
National Assembly has adopted a rule for emergency procedure,
the Council of the Republic shall give its opinion in the same
time as that provided for debate by the rule of the National
Assembly. The time limit specified in the present article shall
be suspended during interruption of the session. It may be
extended by a decision of the National Assembly.
If the opinion of the Council of the Republic is in agreement
with that of the National Assembly, or if it has not been given
within the time limit specified in the preceding paragraph, the
law shall be promulgated as passed by the National Assembly.
If this opinion is not in agreement with that of the National
Assembly, the latter body shall examine the bill or proposed
law on second reading. It shall dispose definitively and abso-
lutely of the amendments proposed by the Council of the
Republic, accepting or rejecting them in whole or in part. If
these amendments are completely or partially rejected, the
vote on second reading of the law shall be by roll call and by
absolute majority of the members of the National Assembly,
when the vote on the whole has been taken under the same
conditions by the Council of the Republic,
Art. 21. No member of Parliament may be prosecuted,
sought by the police, arrested, detained or tried because of
opinions expressed or votes cast by him in the exercise of his
functions.
Art. 22. No member of Parliament may be prosecuted or
arrested during his term of office for a criminal offence except
with the authorization of the Chamber of which he is a